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Grand Juries, &c. (Ireland) Bill. 



ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES. 



Preamble recites, 6 & 7 W. 4. c. 116. 

Short Title of Act; Sect. 1. 

Commencement of Act ; 2. 

Interpretation of Terms ; 3. 

Kecited Act &c. and this Act to be as one Act ; 4. 

One Freeholder or Lcaseboidcr from each Barony to be placed on the 
Grand Jury Panel ; 5. 

Justices to hold Presentment Sessions at the Times and Places 
appointed by the Grand Jury ; 6. 

Grand Juries at Assizes to fix Times and Places for Presentment 
Sessions ; and may direct what Number of Copies of Applications 
shall be printed and distributed ; 7- 

Grand Jury to determine Number of Persons to be associated with 
Justices at Presentment Sessions ; 8. 

Ccsspayers to elect Persons to be associated with Justices ; 9- 

Qualification of Persons to be associated with J usticcs at Presentment 
Sessions ; 10. 

Duplicate Voting Paper to be provided when original Voting I’apcr 
lost or destroyed; 11. 

Secretary of Grand Jury to declare the Persons elected to be 
associated with the Justices at Presentment Sessions, and notify 
to such Persons when and where such Sessions are to be held ; 12. 

Penalty for falsifying any Voting Paper ; 13. 

Expenses of Election ; 14. 

In case no Justice attend Presentment Sessions, Ccsspayers alone 
may act; 15. 

Toils of Roads, &c. liable to Poor Rates to be liable to Grand Jury 
Rates and County Cess, 19 & 20 Viet. c. 63. s. 2. ; — 16. 

Imperative Presentments to be sent to .Secretary of Grand Jury Five 
Days before Presentment Sessions ; 17. 

So much of 1 Viet. c. 54- as directs Five per Cent, on Treasurer’s 
x'iccouut to be levied off County repealed ; 18. 

Act to extend to Ireland only, and not to County or County of City 
of Dublin; 19- 
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18 March 1861. 24 Vict. 




BILL 



Amend the Laws regulating Grand Juries and 
Grand Jury Presentments in Ireland. 

^"^/"HEREAS an Act was passed in the Sixth and Seventh preamble. 
Years of the Reign of King William the Fourth, Chapter 
One hundred and sixteen, (herein-after called “ The Grand 
Juries (Ireland) Act, 1836,”) relating to the Presentment of Public ® 

5 Money by Grand Juries in Ireland, and it is expedient that such Act 
should be amended : Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most 
Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the Authority of the same, as follows : 

10 1 . This Act may be cited for all Purposes as “ The Grand Juries Short Title 

(Ireland) Act, 1861.” of Act. 

2. This Act shall come into operation on the First Bay of Commence- 
January One thousand eight hundred and sixty-tioo. 



3. In the Construction and for the Purposes of this Act (if not luterpreta- 
15 inconsistent with the Context or Subject Matter) the following Terms 

shall have the respective Meanings herein-after assigned to them ; that ’ 
is to say, "Barony” shall mean and include Half Barony, and 
“ County ” shall mean and include Riding. 

[Bill 77.] A 2 4 »This 
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Recited Act, 
&c. and tliis 
Act to be 
as One Act. 



One Free- 
holder or 
Leaseholder 
from each 
Barony to 
be placed 
on the 
Gi’nnd Jury 
Panel. 

(Sect. 31 of 
G & 7 W. 4. 
c. 116. 
amended.) 



Justices to 
holdPrcseut- 
ment Ses- 
sions at tlie 
Times aud 
Places .ap- 
pointed by 
the Grand 
Jury, 

(Section 4 of 
6 & 7 W. 4. 
c. 116. 

' amended.) 



Grand Juries, [Ireland). 

4. This Act shall be taken and coiistmed as Part of “ The 
Grand Juries (Ireland) Act, 1836,” as amended and extended by 
the several Acts passed for the Amendment thereof, and by this 
Act. 

5. The Sheriff of each County shall, in framing the Panel of Persons 5 
summoned to serve on the Grand Jury of such County at each 
Assizes, observe the Rule herein-after mentioned ; (that is to say,) 
he shall place first on such Panel for each Barony or Half Barony 
in such County the Name of some Person having in such Barony 

or Half Barony Freehold Lands of the yearly Value of Fifty 10 
Pounds and upwards, or Leasehold Lands of the yearly Value of 
One hundred Pounds and upwards, over and above the Amount of 
Rent payable out of or for such Leasehold Lands ; and in case the 
Person whose Name shall be so placed on such Panel for any such 
Barony or Half Barony in such County shall not attend at the 1,^) 
Assizes for which he shall be summoned to serve on the Grand Jury, 
the Sheriff shall direct that the Name of some other Person, qualified 
as aforesaid, shaU be called before he shall proceed to call the Name 
of a Person to serve on the Grand Jury for any other Barony or 
Half Barony, so that as far as' can be One fit and competent Person 20 
having Lands of the Value aforesaid and resident in each Barony, 
if the same can be found therein, respectively shall be, placed upon 
such Panel. 

6. It shall be lawful for every Justice of the Peace residing in any 
Barony or Half Barony, and acting for the County in which he resides, 25 
and also for every other Justice of the Peace acting for such County 
not resident in any such Barony or Half Barony, who shall be seised of 

or entitled to, for his own Use and Benefit, any Lands, Tenements, or 
Hereditaments situate in such Barony or Half Barony, or in the Rents 
and Profits thereof, for any Life or Lives in being, or for any Terra of 30 
Fifteen Years at the least, such an Estate being of the clear yearly 
Value of at least Two hundred Pounds over and above any Head Rent 
payable in respect thereof, and every Person being a Justice of the 
Peace acting for the said County, and also an Agent or Receiver of 
Rents of any Estate in any such Barony or Half Barony valued in the 35 
General Valuation of rateable Property at Foicr thousand Pounds per 
Annum or upwards, to attend, and all such Justices are hereby 
required to assemble, from Time to Time, aud, with the Cess* 
payers associated with them as herein-after appointed, to hold a Special 
or Presentment Sessions for the Purposes of the Grand Juries (Ireland) 40 
Act, 1836, and of this Act, in such Place or Places and at such Time 
or 'Pimes within any and every such County as the Grand Jury of 

the 
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Grand Juries^ §'c. {Ireland). 3 

the same shall have appointed, pursuant to the Provisions of the 
Grand Juries (Ireland) Act, 1836, and of this Act. 



7. The several Grand Juries in every County in Ireland shall at Grand 
every Assizes appoint by Presentment certain Places within their juries at 

5 respective Counties (that is to say, One for each Barony or Half gx Times 
Barony,) where and certain Times when Presentment Sessions shall and^laces^ 
he successively hclden previous to the next Assizes for such Counties geg. 
respectively, for the Purposes of “The Grand Jmies (Ireland) Act, sions; 

1 836,” and this Act, as herein-after set forth ; and such Presentment 
10 shall appoint the Hours of the Day between which such Sessions shall 
be respectively holden, and such Presentment shall appoint the last 
Meeting of such Sessions to be holden in the County Court House ; anti may 
and it shall also be lawful for the Grand Jury at every such Assizes 
to direct by Presentment what Number of Copies of the Schedules copies of 
15 of the Applications to be made at each such Sessions shall be Applications 
printed and distributed by the Secretary of the Grand Jury. printed and 

distributed. 

8. Every Grand Jury as aforesaid shall, at the Spring Assizes Grand Jury 
which shall be held next after the Commencement of this Act, and at 

each succeeding Spring Assizes, fix and determine the Number of Personstofae 
20 Cesspayers proper with reference to the Extent and Circumstances ^^thTusUces 
of each County or Barony or Half Barony, not being less than the at Present- 
Number of Justices having llesidences within such County or 
Barony or Half Barony respectively, nor less in any Case than Five, 
such Cesspayers to be associated with the Justices at the Presentment 
25 Sessions to be holden therein for the Pm-poses of “ The Grand Juries 
(Ireland) Act, 1836,” and this Act. 



9. The Persons to be associated with the Justices at the Present- Cesspayers 
ment Sessions shall be elected by the Cesspayers in the Maimer 
herein-after mentioned ; that is to say, the Secretary of the Grand associated 
30 Jury of each County shall supply the High Constable of each 
Barony therein with such Number of Voting Papers as may be 
necessary, in the Eorm set forth in the Schedule to this Act annexed ; 
and such High Constable shall send or cause to be sent, through the 
Post Office or otherwise, as such Secretary of the Grand Jury shall 
35 direct, One of such Voting Papers to every Male of full Age in 
actual Occupation of Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments in each 
Barony or Half Barony of such County, who, not being in Holy 
Orders, nor any Minister of Religion, and not being a Justice of the 
Peace, shall have been charged with and shall have paid Grand Jury 
Rates or Cess for or in respect of any Lands actually occupied by 
him in any such Barony or Half Barony of the net annual Value of 
[77.] A 3 Eight 
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^ Grand Juries^ ^c. {Ireland). 

Eight Pounds and upwards, such Voting Papers to be numbered 
according to the Number of the Cesspayers iu the Applotment Book, 
and to be addressed to the Cesspayer at his Address iu such Applot- 
uieut Book 1 and every such Voting Paper shaU specify the Time 
and Place when and where such Voting Paper is to be returned to 6 
the Secretary of the Grand Jury, and how to be addressed to him, or 
to whom delivered, and the same may be returned to the Secretary 
of the Grand Jury through the Post Office, or delivered by such 
Cesspayer, or by any Person expressly authorized by him for that 
Purpose. 



j *>'=. '=%i>>le to be associated with the 

be associated at r resentment Sessions who is not a Male of full i\<re in 

““ Occupation of Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments situate 
meat Ses- the Barony or Half Barony of the County wherein such Present- 
sions. ment Sessions are held, and who, not being in Ploly Orders, nor any 16 
Minister of Religion, and not being a Justice of the Peace, shall have 
been chai-ged with and shall liave paid Grand Jury Rates or Cess for 
or in respect of Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments actually occu- 
pied by hini m such Barony or Half Barony of the net annual Value 
01 Iwmty Pounds or upwards. 20 

}}' Constable of the Barony, upon the personal Appli- 

Pspers to to of any such Cesspayer, on or before the Day appointed for 

pmde receivmg^ such Voting Papers, stating that he has not received any 
orijpnal 0“oh Voting Paper, or has mislaid, lost, or accidentally destroyed any 
VtoingPopor such Voting Paper, shall obtain from the Secretary of the Grand 26 
dejtiojed. “fV" ™o la hereby required to supply the same, and to give to such 
Cesspayer a Second Voting Paper, to be used by him in the same 
Manner as such original Voting Paper would have been had the 
same been received by him, or haying been received by him had not 
been mislaid, lost, or destroyed : Provided always, that every such SO 
Second Voting Paper shall be marked (Duplicate), and shall be 
m alt other respects in the same Form as such original Voting 
Paper, and shall be deemed to have cancelled such original Voting 
Paper. ® ® 



Secretary of 
Grand Jury 
to declare 
the Person,? 
elected to be 
associated 
with the 
Justices at 
Presentment 
Sessions, and 
notify to such 



of Grand Jury shall, within One Week 36 
attei the Day so to be appointed for receiving the said Voting Paners 
examine the Votes to him forwarded as aforesaid with reference to the 
ast previous Applotment, and shall be empowered to call before him 
tte High Constable of any Barony, or other Officer or Collector of 
Grand Jury Cess, toiichmg the said Votes, or any Cesspayer so giving 40 
his Vote, and after a full and fair summing up of the said Votes^^shaf 



declare 
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Grand Juries, ^c. {Ireland). 

declare to the Committee, by Writing under his Hand, the qualified Persons 
Cesspayers to have been elected to be associated with the Justices at 
the Presentment Sessions to be held under the Provisions of “ The SesSonTare 
Grand Juries (Ireland) Act, 1836,” or this Act, and shall forthwith beheld. 

5 signify by Letter to each such Cesspayer that he has been so elected, 
and shall notify to him the Time and Place in which such Sessions 
are to bo held : Provided always, that if an Equality of Votes should 
appear to such Secretary to be given for any Two or more Persons, 
or if any Cesspayer who shall have voted or who shall have been 
10 qualified to vote at such Election shall, within One Week after the Day 
so appointed for receiving such Voting Papers, deliver or cause to be 
delivered to such Secretary a Statement in Writing objecting to such 
Election, and specifying the Grounds of such Objection, such 
Secretary shall lay before the Magistrates assembled at Petty 
15 Sessions in the County Town next after he shall have received 
such Objections, and such Magistrates shall decide by Lot upon the 
Person or Persons having such Equality of Votes to be associated 
with the Justices at Presentment Sessions, and in case of such Ob- 
jection shall investigate the same, and make such Order thereon as 
20 to them shall seem just, which Order shall be final and conclusive. 

13. I± any Person shall forge or in any way falsify any Name Penalty for 
or Writing in any such Voting Paper or Duplicate Voting Paper, f'^sifyiug 
or shall suppress or alter any such Voting Paper or Duplicate, or Paper.°^”® 
knowingly personate and falsely assume to vote in the Name of 
25 any Person entitled to vote at such Election, or by any Contrivance 
attempt to obstruct or prevent the Purposes of any such Elec- 
tion, or distribute or collect any such Voting Papers or Dupli- 
cates, not being lawfully authorized in that Behalf, the Person so 
offending shall, upon Con^actiou before any Justice or Justices at 
30 Petty Sessions having Jurisdiction in the District where such Offence 
has been committed, be liable to a Penalty of not less than Ten and 
not more than Pounds, and in default of Payment thereof shall 
be imprisoned for a Term not exceeding Six and not less than Two 
Months. 

35 14. The Secretary of the Grand Jury of each County shall from Expenses of 

Time to Time ascertain the necessary and reasonable Expenses 
incurred in respect of such Election or incidental thereto, and shall 
certify the Amount to the Grand Jury; and such Grand Jury, on 
being satisfied as to the Amount of such Expenses, shall, and they 
40 are hereby required, to present (without Application to Presentment 
Sessions), to be raised off the County at large, the Amount of such 
Expenses. 

[77-] A 4 16. In 
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6 Grand Juries, §'C. {Ireland). 

15. In case no Justice shall attend such Presentment Sessions, it 
shall be lawful for the Cesspayers alone at such Presentment Sessions 
to do all Matters and Things authorized by “ The Grand Juries 
(Ireland) Act, 1836,” and this Act or any other Act, to be done 
thereat by the Justices and Cesspayers associated in the Business 5 
thereof; and in such Case such Cesspayers shall choose One of their 
Number to preside at such Presentment Sessions as Chairman, and 
such Chairman shall have, in addition to his Vote, a Casting Vote in 
case of an Equality of Votes. 

16. All Tolls of Bridges, Railways, Canals, Gas, and Water 10 
Works, and all other Hereditaments, Tenements, Premises, and Half 
Rents, which are liable to Rates for the Relief of the destitute 
Poor in Ireland, shall be liable to the Payment of Grand Jury Rates 
and County Cess, according to the annual Value thereof, or the 
Amount of Half Rent payable in respect thereof, as the Case maj' be, 15 
as contained in the final Lists of Valuation. 

17. .A Statement of the several Sums of Money which the Grand 
Jury of any County shall be required to present by any Laws now 
in force under which it is imperative on such Grand Jury to make 
Presentments for certain public Services shall be prepared by the 20 
Person now authorized by Law to prepare the same, and shall by 
him be sent to the Secretary of the Grand Jury Five Bays at the 
least before the Time appointed for holding any Presentment Sessions 
for the County at large, and shall be laid before such Presentment 
Sessions by such Secretaiy, and printed separately in the List of 25 
Presentments to be laid before the Grand Jury of such County. 

18. And whereas an Act was passed in the First Year of the 
Reign of Her Majesty, intituled “ An Act to provide more effectual 
“ Means to make Treasurers of Counties and Counties of Cities in 

“ Ireland account for Public Monies, and to secure the same;” and 30 
it was thereby enacted, that, in order to provide for the Expenses 
which might be incurred in the Execution of the said Act, a Fee 
not exceeding Five Shillings in every Hundred Pounds to which 
the Debit Side of any such Treasurer’s Account should amount should 
be paid by such Treasurer in the same Manner as any other Present- 35 
ment, and that the Amount of such Fee should be levied off each 
County in Ireland by Grand Jury Presentment: And whereas all 
Monies levied for Grand Jury Cess in any County in Ireland are 
now paid into some Bank appointed by the Grand Jury of such 
County to receive the same ; and no Part of such Monies can be 40 
drawn out of such Bank except upon a Draft signed by such 

Treasurer 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Grand Juries, ^’C. {Ireland). 7 

Treasurer and countersigned by the Clerk of the Cro\vn of such 
County : Be it therefore enacted, That so much of the said Act as 
directs that a Fee not exceeding Five Shillings on every Hundi-ed 
Pounds to which the Debit Side of any such Treasurer’s Account 
5 shall amount be paid by any such Treasurer, and levied off any 
such County by Grand Jury Presentment, shall be and the same is 
hereby repealed. 



19. This Act shall extend to Ireland .only, and shall not extend 
to the Comity or the County of the City of Dublin. land only, 

and not to 
County or 
County of 
City of 
Dublin. 



[77.] B 
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SCHEDULE. 



Grand Jubt Cess. 

' No. \here insert Nmnler of Cesspayer in Applotment 

Book], 

Election of Cesspayers to be associated with the Justices at 
Presentment Sessions. 

I A.B. of, ^c. [liere insert Name, Address, and Addition of Cess- 
payer'] being a Cesspayer of the Barony [or Half Barony] of 
\Jiere insert Name of Barony or Half Barony'], 
and having paid Grand Jury Rates or Cess for or in respect of Lands 
occupied by me in such Barony [or Half Barony], (under the last 
Applotment made previous to this Date,) of the net annual Value 
of [Acre insert annual Value, not being less than 

Eight Pounds], do give my Vote for the following qualified Cess- 
payers to be associated with the Justices at Presentment Sessions 
to be held for this Barony [or Half Barony]. 

\_Here insert Names, Addresses, and Additions of the Cesspayers 
voted for.] 

Dated this Day of 18 . 

( Signed) 

N.B — The Number of Cesspayers determined by the Grand 
Jury to be associated with the Justices for the Barony [or Half 
Barony] [here insert Name of Barony or Half Barony, as the Case 
may be,] is {here insert Number of Cesspayers to be elected]. 

No Person is eligible to be associated with the Justices at Present- 
ment Sessions who is not a Male of full Age in actual Occupation 
of Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments situate in the Barony [or 
Half Barony, as the Case may be], and who, not being in Hoi}’’ 
Orders, nor any Minister of Religion, and not being a Justice of the 
Peace, shall have paid Grand Jury Rates or Cess for or in respect of 
Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments actually occupied by him in 
such Barony [or Half Barony,] under tlie last Applotment to the 
Amount of Twenty Pounds or upwards. 

The Voter is entitled to vote for such Number and no more. The 
Voter must write the Names, Addresses, and Additions of every 
Person for whom he votes, and must sign this Paper. If the Voter 
cannot write he must affix his Mark, but such Mark must be attested 

and 
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and the Name of the Voter filled in by a Witness, and such Witness 
must wi'ite the Initials of the Voter against the Name of every Person 
for whom he intends to vote. 

This Paper, when filled up and signed as aforesaid, is to be returned 
to the Secretary of the Grand Jury for the County of 
[here insert Name of County], and may be forwarded, addressed to 
him, through the Post Office [here insert how to he 

addressed], so that the same by due Course of Post shall be delivered 
before [here specify Time and Place when and where such Voting 
Paper is to be returned to the Secretary of the Grand Jury], or 
delivered by the Voter, or by any Person authorized by him for such 
Purpose, before [here state the Day and Hour appointed for collecting 
the Voting Papers], 

If all the above Regulations be not complied with the Vote will 
be lost. 
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Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
18 March 1861. 
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